RMIT UNIVERSITY

STUDENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Minutes of the meeting held on 10th May, 2007 at 2.00 pm in 
Court 3, RMIT Building 20
Present:

	POSITION
	NAME
	PRESENT 

	PVC (Students) - Chairperson
	Joyce Kirk
	Yes

	Academic Registrar – Acting Chair
	Maddy McMaster
	Yes

	Director, Student Services Group 
	Jane Stewart
	Yes

	4 Students – DSC Portfolio
	Linda Wallace
Sam Keene

Tim Enkelmann

Joshua Francis
	No
No
No
No

	4 Students – Business Portfolio
	Mark Maxwell
Supriya Rao 
Greg Boug
Joanna Ching Yee Yiu
	No
No
Yes
Yes

	4 Students – SET Portfolio
	Takahisa Shinke

XueQing Li 
Piter Wijaya
Sarah Tabouch
	Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

	University Librarian
	Craig Anderson
	Yes

	Member Academic Board (Member of Teaching Staff)
	Dianne Siemon (for Josephine Lang)
	Yes

	2 Student Reps Student Union Council
	Patrick O’Keeffe
Emily Fishman
	No
No

	International Student Rep
	Anand Jammulamadaka
	Yes

	Secretary
	Georgia Powick
	Yes

	By Invitation
	Pauline Bowles

Robyn Tucker

Janet Burton
Student Leaders Group 2007
	Yes
Yes

Yes

No


	Item
	Paper
	Discussion Summary
	Recommendations
	Follow-Up Action

	1. Matters arising from Previous Meeting
	
	none
	
	

	2.  The ESOS Act and National Code
	PowerPoint presentation

	Pauline Bowles and Robyn Tucker introduced the ESOS (Educational Services to Overseas Students) Act and the revised National Code. The ESOS Act is an Act of Parliament outlining the obligations of post-secondary education providers for the provision of programs to onshore international students. The National Code explains to providers how to comply with these obligations. 
The National Code has been revised in 2007 with the revision to take effect from 1 July. The National Code is divided into four sections:

Section A: framework

Section B: government roles and responsibilities

Section C: registration on CRICOS

Section D: standards for registered providers

Pauline and Robyn outlined the implications for RMIT resulting from the revised National Code, including a new provision for enrolment in online learning and the introduction of discretion in the monitoring of students’ attendance (providing conditions are met). RMIT is undertaking a review of attendance monitoring in light of this change to the National Code.

	
	

	3. Property Services update
	Oral presentation
	Janet Burton provided an overview of Property Services activities on each RMIT campus. Work is underway on the consolidation of student spaces on the City Campus on Level 3, Building 8 and commercial spaces on Level 4. Property Services are awaiting final drawings from the architects on the plans for Level 3. Other work includes the dedication of the ex-Union shop site to Student Union, the ex-Student Union offices to RMIT Union, and the relocation of the Catalyst office.  RMIT Union and Student Union will share meeting rooms which will be renovated in the future. Property Services will present proposals to and consult with student groups in mid-June. Works are anticipated to be completed by the end of Semester 2.
Other activities on the City Campus include discussions on the proposal to develop a University Function Centre on Level 5, Building 28 and the planned relocation of the Muslim Prayer Room from Building 9 to Building 11.
Property Services is considering how best to develop Building 204 on the Bundoora Campus. The site is currently vacant and may be developed as a student space towards the end of 2007. This would have the benefit of improving student amenities and providing a lively student space close to the cafeteria, the Hub, Student Services and the Student Union.
On the Brunswick Campus, work has been completed on the Hub and tenders are soon to close for the development of the student services space. The Student Union will be relocated to this site.
A comment was made about the state of the lifts in Building 108. Janet Burton advised that a major upgrade is planned to commence in August 2007 and be completed in March 2008. There will be necessary disruptions to lift services during this period. Property Services will provide signage to assist students’ access at this time.
Another issue raised was the air conditioning in Building 108. Janet was unaware of this issue and highlighted the need for all such matters to be logged with Property Services for prompt investigation. Any issues can be logged with the Property Services Service Desk by phone, #52111), email propserv.service.desk@rmit.edu.au or in person at Building 48, Level 6. The lockers in Building 108 are now managed by the Student Union which has been provided with keys. A proposal has been received for the provision of frozen meals to students in Building 108 and Property Services welcomes feedback from students on this initiative.  There are currently two lounge spaces on Level 4 plus a large outdoor facility and Property Services are currently considering options to promote these areas to students, to possibly provide more amenities and to improve utilisation.

	
	Jane Stewart to check if the bike storage facility in Building 51 is publicised in the Student Diary.



	
	
	Janet Burton received questions about bike rack facilities and pointed out that Building 51 houses a bike storage facility that is currently underused despite being publicised at Orientation and in The Fly. Jane Stewart agreed to check if this facility is publicised in the Student Diary.

Regarding commercial services, Janet reported that the Bundoora cafeteria and bookshop are going well and receiving positive feedback. The copy shop is functional at the City Campus, and discussions are underway about how best to use the spaces in Building 8 vacated by RAIS. Property Services are seeking staff and student feedback about preferred use of this space. 

An update on general works on the City Campus is as follows:

· Building 22 completed

Work to commence in the last quarter of 2007:

· Building 1 renovations 

· An additional 2 floors to be added to Building 9

· Building 13 to be developed as the future home of the Graduate School of Business

Proposed upgrades 2007-2008:

· Buildings 2, 4, 6, 24

The infrastructure plan for 2007 to 2010 is now available on the Property Services website under ‘Key Documents’. 

In 2007, Property Services has over $60m of capital works to manage, over two times that committed to infrastructure spending by the City of Melbourne. These capital works include the development of the new Design Hub at the ex-CUB site.

Dianne Siemon gave positive feedback on the use of space and the group study facilities in the upgraded Swanston Street Library.  
Dianne queried the plans for Building 202 on the Bundoora Campus and pointed out that the 1st and 2nd floors are largely empty.  Janet Burton advised that people at Property Services are discussing plans for the development of this site. Dianne asked about the possible incorporation of a model primary school on the Bundoora Campus, highlighting the current challenge of School of Education staff being located in Bundoora and VCE/VCAL programs based in the city. Building 214 was raised as a possible site for such an initiative, but this is a dedicated site for the Indigenous Art Faculty. 

Plans for the new Muslim Prayer Room in Building 11 have been finalised after broad consultation and involvement from the Muslim community, including the employment of a Muslim architect. Janet Burton confirmed that a Muslim Prayer Room will remain available throughout construction.

	
	The Student Charter was endorsed by members. 


	4. Student Charter


	Circulated

	Joyce Kirk advised that the Student Charter has been amended to incorporate feedback from University stakeholders including the Academic Portfolios, VCE, Directors and the Student Advisory Committee. The Student Charter is the ‘parent’ framework beneath which other related University charters and codes will sit. 
	
	

	5. Library Update


	
	Craig Anderson provided the following Library update:

· Business Library renovations are complete, providing three new group discussion rooms, extra PCs and a more open, inviting work space.

· The Library now offers "GoogleSmart" training classes in addition to the usual classes on the use of databases. Students can book online for standard Library training or contact Liaison Librarians for classes tailored to individual needs.  The GoogleSmart classes use a new student-centred approach to teaching, and have been very well received by students.

· A new catalogue is now available which has greater functionality than the older catalogue. A few problems are still being ironed out. A new fines system is being implemented in response to past complaints about books not being returned. There is an amnesty period in place while people become used to the change but this will end soon.

· Since the beginning of Semester one, Business, Swanston, Brunswick and Carlton Libraries have opened from 8 am, instead of 8:30. There is a trial of extended hours at end of semester - this includes midnight opening at Swanston Library and extended weekend opening at the larger sites. Brunswick will have an extended closing time of 8 pm during exam periods.

· New e-resources continue to be added (see Library News).
· Security is always an issue - the Library will be raising awareness of this in May.


	
	

	6. Student Leaders
	
	No Student Leaders attended
	
	

	7. Any other business
	
	No matters raised
	
	

	8. Next meeting
	
	19 July 2007

	
	


Meeting 03/06


